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2+ Barriers, dams to be
' rebuitt for species

s léaking mare and more
lkely that steelhend trout will
again be swimming through

feit Fremont, Pleasantot, aned Liv-

‘ermore an thelr way o his
tortc spawning grouamnds.
That's causze for cele-
bration, say thoze who have
been laying plans o get the
ocean-going fish arpund dams
and other barriers in Alameds
Creek.

From 9 atmn. t0 3 fun. Sat-
* urday, they!l atage the fOrat
Steelhead Festival and Waker-
" ghed Awareness Fair i Fre-

Park. The event il neinde o
road cace, music. food and
" displays to educate the public
* sbout plans to restare the
threatened fish,

“The |des of the festval s
' to celebrate what's been ace
complished 3o far," s=dd the

Miller, "We don't have re-
" atored fish tuns wet, but we're
well on the way, We need to
tatld awarengss that these
fiah are returning to the cresk,
and of what we cautd have
* here,” :
~ Mller envisions a day in the
o Not-sf-distant filure when vis-
tors flech to the oreck tfo
waich steelhead dart through
© the current to eeach historie
© spawning grounds upstream
of Fremioot.
Figh om lhelr way to about
" 20 miles of spawning gronnds
would muscle thelr -way
: rllmugh Plezaanten in the ar-
royo G la Laguna aied Arroyo
del Valle and through Liver-
mare i the Arroyo Moche,
Four agencles — the Ala
meda County Fteod Cantrol
Diatrict, the dlameds County
tWater Diatrict, the San Fran-
rlgco Publie TTHlEtes Commis.
‘sian  and lhe East Bay
Reglomal Pack Dlstrlet — pow
have plans [ refiove some
damg jn the Alameda Creelk
waterstied or belld Itsh lad-
ders around them by 2003,
-The agencies, along .with
the Alamedn Creek Alliance,

Cment's Wilez Community -

* Afarmeda Creek Alllamee's Jeff

THE CAKLAND TRIBLNE

the California Department of
Fish and Game and the Call-
fornia Cosatal  Conservency,
are 3ll members of a work
groap that's concluded 1t not
tog late In restore the sieel
head to much of Alamegda
Creek and [t5 tributaries,

Genetle tests of landlocked
eainbow trout in the Alameda
Creek watershed show the fsh
are probably descendanis of
steeihead that ence migrated
to the ocean, retwning to
Trashwater sireams to spewi,
The landlocked trout could
gerve as the breeding stock for
fre prestoratton of steelhead
Tuns, a =tudy releazed by the
work group dn dfarch con-
cluded. ;

The Arst 2avious Garrlers 1o
fish migration ace g welr pro-
tecting & BART rall crossing in
Fremont and threse inflatable
dams wged by the water dis-
trigt, to divert waier from the
eregk. The county flood con-
ol and water diatricts plan to
apply this fadl for up to 55 mil-
ot in federad gratt money far
a figh ladder and wther. praj-
ety W get fish around thase
barriers,

Further upstream, the San
Franclsea Publie Uhitiea
Commission plans to maodify
or pemove the Sunol and Mies
dams in Niles Capyon, Pacife
Gas and Electrle Ca. is
studying how fish might he
helped atound a 10-fooi-high
CONCrete welt profecting a gas
e that crosses the creek
near Suno.

fngd back m the Sunol Re-
glonal Wilderness, the East
Bay Reglonal Park District
plana to help steelhead reach
spawning grounds by demo-
Uahing #wo ismall concrete
dams about 16 mles down-
stroam froam the headwaters
of Alameda Cresk,

"The Cadlfornia Depayiment
of Fish and Game 15 extretoely
pleased with the cooperative
natupe of this group and the
resoirrees and commltment of
tme thats been brought to
the table” by members of e
wock gronpg, said Fat Couol-
sian, a gendor Fizh and Game
biolagist, "

The threatened Ceniral
Cnast ateelbead i2 protecied

CWinlle

Steelhead’s likely return
is reason to celebrate

under the federal Endangered
Specles Act, A succesafd ves-
teration of steelhead cowld e
quire some changes ([0 how
Alameda Creek, lis tributa-
tiezs, and the land sround
them are waed.

A programe in which shout
LO,000  harchery trout are
stocked in the diles Canyon
sireteh of Alemeda Creel for
vecrsablonal Oshing  weounld
have to be moved somewhere
zlee to prevent those fish from
breeding with wild steclhead,
cateh-and-release
fishing s allowed in some of
fhe state’s sieelhead streams,
it might be a long tme before
anglers would ¢ permited to
fish for trout in Alameds
Creek again, Couleton satd. |

The East Bay Regional Park -
THsirict, which 1s currendy re-
Hewing s cattle grazing poli-
rdes gystemnwlde, may have o
put up fences or talee other
steps to Jeep cattle out of
creeks Ehat steclhead might
apewil in, safd Park District
Fisherles Spectallst Pete Alex-
ander. . .

"The MWationg! Marine Figh-

erles Servies Das already iden-
ifled grazing 49 a negative
impact on stecthead habdtat,
a0 there are plans fo fence
those areas off,” Alexsnder
said.
Whether further pestrictiocns
on grazing near the crecks will
he required 18 open io debate,
he adlded,

Altbough stecthead will be
the center of atiettion at Sat-
uwridav's celebration, the event
Iz alap a chance o ineregse
public awareness of the {m-
portanes of protectlng the wa-
tershed, sald Fooest Frasieur,
the olly of Fremont's environ-
mnentel apeclalist,

The Stesthedt Fertivel and
Witdershad Avjereneds Fodr
frtkas place fromt 8 qom. ko F
pom. Soturdey of Niles Come
mundly Park in Fremomt. For
more hyhemation on e ree
epent, cell the Alamedn Creek
Alfiecs o (ST 8454675 A
f-kflameter rond vace ang J-
kitoreter. Merifncedk i sched-
uledd for @ o RegistiodTon i
S25. B Bybrthotion,  cafl
(&) E5T-BI7H.




